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Hello ERCOT LLWG Feedback,
 
Attached are the CenterPoint Energy comments as requested in the February 3, 2026 Market
Notice M-A122325-04. Please let me know if there are any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Jim Lee
Regulatory Affairs Manager, ERCOT

CenterPoint Energy | Houston Electric Regulatory Affairs
512.397.3031 w | 737.218.0884 c
CenterPointEnergy.com
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February 5, 2026 


 


 


Comments of CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric, LLC 


 


CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric, LLC (“CEHE”) appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback to the 


proposed ERCOT Batch Study Process Framework. We are generally supportive of the batch study concept. We 


also believe ERCOT is best positioned to execute the batch studies due to their holistic knowledge of the state’s 


bulk electric system. While we support much of ERCOT’s proposal, as presented on February 3, 2026, we 


strongly believe that changes should be made to the inclusion criteria for Batch Zero A and Batch Zero B to 


avoid serious impacts to large load customer projects currently under development and the economic vitality of 


Texas. 


 


As a transmission service provider (TSP) that is actively working with and supports our Large Load customers 


through the large load interconnection study (LLIS) process, CEHE proposes changing the inclusion criteria for 


Batch Zero A, on slide 18 of the ERCOT presentation, in two places:  


 


1) For steady state studies in Batch Zero A, change from “approved” to “submitted” and revise the 


inclusion date from January 28, 2026 to a date that aligns with PUC approval, but allows the Batch Zero 


A case conditioning to proceed without disruption.   


 


“Has requested an energization date on or before June 30, 2027 and has a steady state study 


approved submitted before January 28, 2026 February 28, 2026” 


 


2) For fulfilling requirements in Planning Guide 9.4, CEHE proposes changing “all LLIS studies 


complete” to “all LLIS studies submitted”. This would honor the efforts of TSPs and ILLEs to submit 


LLIS studies to ERCOT according to current PGRR115 guidelines and not penalize the TSP and ILLE 


for LLIS completeness that is out of our control. CEHE also proposes applying the same date 


considerations to this requirement as articulated above in (1).  


 


“Fulfilled the requirements in Planning Guide 9.4 (all LLIS studies complete submitted) and PG 


9.5 (agreements, financial security, notice to proceed) before January 28, 2026 February 28, 


2026” 


 


 


Similarly, for Inclusion Criteria for Batch Zero B, CEHE proposes, on slide 19 of the ERCOT presentation, 


modifying the steady state or stability study submittal date to August 1, 2026 to align with the Batch Zero B 


“Deadline for LLI request to meet 58481 intermediate agreement requirements”. Since the start date for Batch 


Zero B has a longer horizon, using the January 28, 2026 date unnecessarily constrains the ILLE and TSP from 


meeting the requirements. 


 


“Was not included in Batch Zero A and has a TSP steady state or stability study submitted to ERCOT 


by January 28, 2026 August 1, 2026 and meets the 58481 “intermediate agreement” requirements before 


start of Batch Zero B” 


 


 Jim Lee 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 
 


1005 Congress Avenue, Suite 650 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512) 397-3031 
jim.lee@centerpointenergy.com 
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In the interim period following Batch Zero initiation, CEHE proposes the following exemption language for 


qualified Large Loads to be studied prior to Batch One. The exemption language will allow Large Load project 


with minimal transmission upgrades needed to move forward and not be delayed in between Batch Zero and 


Batch One.  


 


“Large Loads that were not included in Batch Zero A or B shall be studied prior to Batch 1 if the total 


requested load is less than 300 MW AND TSP studies show that minimal transmission upgrades are 


needed.” 


 


The following slides illustrate the changes proposed to Slides 18 and 19 as stated above:  
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Slide 44. CEHE strongly opposes a TSP requirement to submit a project for RPG review within a certain 


number of days.  There are reasons this could be problematic, and the need for restudy or updated study 


becomes necessary.  If a restudy is needed, it is impossible to assume the study can be completed in a certain 


number of days.  Solutions may be complex, multiple TSPs may be involved, or additional iterations of study 


work could be involved. 


 


Changes to Bullet #2:  


“If all LLI requests associated with a proposed transmission upgrade project meet the interconnection 


agreement requirements, the TSP will be required to submit the project for RPG review (if required) 


within X days. ERCOT’s Batch Study may be used as establishing the need for the project for RPG 


submittal purposes and may also be used as ERCOT’s Independent Review, subject to ERCOT’s 


concurrence” 


 


Changes to Bullet # 3: 


“If a subset of LLI requests associated with a proposed transmission upgrade project meet the 


interconnection agreement requirements, the TSP will be required to assess the need for the project and, 


if still needed, submit the project for RPG review (if required) within Y days” 


 


 


 
 


 


Slide 11. CenterPoint proposes a revision to slide 11, Year 6 Considerations, to reinforce that a greenfield 


project may provide a better solution, or only solution, to serve the Load and ERCOT’s evaluation should not be 


limited to brownfield project recommendations only.  In some cases, the only type of project that can serve the 


proposed load would require projects needing new Right of Way (ROW).  And if the Batch Study identifies that 


need, it directly impacts other transmission upgrades in the area.  Some of the work can be accomplished during 


the TSP screening analysis and with clear communication between TSPs and ERCOT, solutions can be 


incorporated in the batch study. 
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Slide 16.  For Batch Zero A, CEHE proposes that it be clarified that the load allocation is for summer 2027 


only, and that further increases in load allocation might be available for after peak 2027 depending on Batch 


Zero B results. 


 
 


Slide 21.  Please clarify what ERCOT will accomplish with running select N-1-1 contingencies on summer peak 


and summer net peak cases.  Will ERCOT limit loads based on these results?  Is ERCOT simply testing to 


verify no cascading will occur?  No transmission planning analysis has ever been done on a summer net peak 
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case.  Has ERCOT built the 2027 summer net peak?  Does ERCOT want to commit at this point to studying a 


case that does not exist and has never been built? 


 
 


 


Slide 23.  CenterPoint proposes that time could be saved by ERCOT limiting the number of cases used for the 


Batch Study.  15 cases represents a very large number of cases to prepare models for and perform analysis.  


Why not perform on years 1, 3, and 5 and extrapolate to years 2 and 4 or something similar to reduce work?   
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Slide 42. CenterPoint proposes to allow TSPs to provide ERCOT with Load updates prior to Batch Study case 


conditioning.  ERCOT notes that these loads are important to consider in the Batch Study process. 


 


 
 


 


  


 


Conclusion 


 


CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric appreciates the opportunity to provide comments and stakeholder feedback 


to the proposed Batch Study Process Framework. We look forward to working with ERCOT and the Commission 


to develop a Batch Study Process that is suitable for all stakeholders involved. 


 


       


 


Thank you, 


 


Jim Lee 


  






