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Hello ERCOT LLWG Feedback,

Attached are the CenterPoint Energy comments as requested in the February 3, 2026 Market
Notice M-A122325-04. Please let me know if there are any questions.

Thank you,

Jim Lee
Regulatory Affairs Manager, ERCOT

CenterPoint Energy | Houston Electric Regulatory Affairs
512.397.3031w | 737.218.0884 ¢
CenterPointEnergy.com
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February 5, 2026

Comments of CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric, LLC

CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric, LLC (“CEHE”) appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback to the
proposed ERCOT Batch Study Process Framework. We are generally supportive of the batch study concept. We
also believe ERCOT is best positioned to execute the batch studies due to their holistic knowledge of the state’s
bulk electric system. While we support much of ERCOT’s proposal, as presented on February 3, 2026, we
strongly believe that changes should be made to the inclusion criteria for Batch Zero A and Batch Zero B to
avoid serious impacts to large load customer projects currently under development and the economic vitality of
Texas.

As a transmission service provider (TSP) that is actively working with and supports our Large Load customers
through the large load interconnection study (LLIS) process, CEHE proposes changing the inclusion criteria for
Batch Zero A, on slide 18 of the ERCOT presentation, in two places:

1) For steady state studies in Batch Zero A, change from “approved” to “submitted” and revise the
inclusion date from January 28, 2026 to a date that aligns with PUC approval, but allows the Batch Zero
A case conditioning to proceed without disruption.

“Has requested an energization date on or before June 30, 2027 and has a steady state study

approved submitted before January 28,2026 February 28, 2026”

2) For fulfilling requirements in Planning Guide 9.4, CEHE proposes changing “all LLIS studies
complete” to “all LLIS studies submitted”’. This would honor the efforts of TSPs and ILLEs to submit
LLIS studies to ERCOT according to current PGRR115 guidelines and not penalize the TSP and ILLE
for LLIS completeness that is out of our control. CEHE also proposes applying the same date
considerations to this requirement as articulated above in (1).

“Fulfilled the requirements in Planning Guide 9.4 (all LLIS studies eemplete-submitted) and PG
9.5 (agreements, financial security, notice to proceed) before January 28, 2026-February 28,
2026”

Similarly, for Inclusion Criteria for Batch Zero B, CEHE proposes, on slide 19 of the ERCOT presentation,
modifying the steady state or stability study submittal date to August 1, 2026 to align with the Batch Zero B
“Deadline for LLI request to meet 58481 intermediate agreement requirements”. Since the start date for Batch
Zero B has a longer horizon, using the January 28, 2026 date unnecessarily constrains the ILLE and TSP from
meeting the requirements.

“Was not included in Batch Zero A and has a TSP steady state or stability study submitted to ERCOT
by January28,2026 August 1, 2026 and meets the 58481 “intermediate agreement” requirements before
start of Batch Zero B”





In the interim period following Batch Zero initiation, CEHE proposes the following exemption language for
qualified Large Loads to be studied prior to Batch One. The exemption language will allow Large Load project
with minimal transmission upgrades needed to move forward and not be delayed in between Batch Zero and
Batch One.

“Large Loads that were not included in Batch Zero A or B shall be studied prior to Batch 1 if the total
requested load is less than 300 MW AND TSP studies show that minimal transmission upgrades are
needed.”

The following slides illustrate the changes proposed to Slides 18 and 19 as stated above:

I Inclusion Criteria for Batch Zero A

If your Large Load project Treatment of your project in Batch Zero Approximate

A MWs in this
category*

Is Operational or Approved to Energize Included and not subject to assessment of 8,223 MW
load allocation, i.e. load is firm

Was exempt from the interim LLI process and was included in an RPG or Included and not subject to assessment of 17,437 MW

RTP study with a requested an energization date before October 1, 2027 load allocation, i.e. load is firm

Met the criteria (approved steady state study and signed interconnection Included and not subject to assessment of 4,666 MW

agreement) to be designated "must study" under the interim LLI process load allocation, i.e. load is firm

before December 15, 2025

Fulfilled the requirements in Planning Guide 9.4 (all LLIS studies cemplete Included and not subject to assessment of 8,471 MW

submitted) and PG 9.5 (agreements, financial security, notice to proceed) load allocation, i.e. load is firm

before January28

Has requested an energization date on or before June 30,2027 and has a Included and subject to assessment of 8,224 MW

steady state study appreved submitted| before load allocation

Started the LLI study process but does not meet the above criteria Not included 59,411 MW

Was exempt from the interim LLI process and was included in an RPG or Not included 38,211 MW

RTP study with a requested an energization date on after October 1, 2027

Has a LLI number but has not started the study process Not included 139,252 MW
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I Inclusion Criteria for Batch Zero B

If your Large Load project Treatment of your project in Batch Zero B Approximate

MWs in this

category*

Is Operational or Approved to Energize Included and not subject to assessment of load allocation, i.e. load is firm 8,223 MW

Was included in Batch Zero A regardless of * Included and not subject to assessment of load allocation (firm) if project Up to*™

whether the project was subject to meets 58481 “interconnection agreement” requirements before the start of 38,798 MW
reallocation Batch Zero B

* Included and subject to assessment of load allocation if project meets
58481 “intermediate agreements” requirements before the start of Batch Zero B
* Not included if project does not meet either above requirement

Was exempt from the interim LLI process * Included and not subject to assessment of load allocation (firm) if project Up to™
and was included in an RPG or RTP study meets 58481 “interconnection agreement” requirements before the start of 38,211 MW
and did not meet criteria for inclusion in Batch Zero B

Batch Zero A * Included and subject to assessment of load allocation if project meets

58481 “intermediate agreements” requirements before the start of Batch Zero B
* Not included if project does not meet either above requirement

Was not included in Batch Zero A and has a Included and subject to assessment of load allocation Up to**
TSP steady state or stability study submitted 59,579 MW
to ERCOT by January-28-2026 August 1,

2026 and meets the 58481 “intermediate
agreement” requirements before start of
Batch Zero B

Does not meet the above requirements Not included 139,252 MW
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* Based on information submitted to ERCOT as of January 29, 2026 19
** ERCOT is unable to predict the number of projects that will meet the indicated milestones by the start of Batch Zero B





Slide 44. CEHE strongly opposes a TSP requirement to submit a project for RPG review within a certain
number of days. There are reasons this could be problematic, and the need for restudy or updated study
becomes necessary. If a restudy is needed, it is impossible to assume the study can be completed in a certain
number of days. Solutions may be complex, multiple TSPs may be involved, or additional iterations of study
work could be involved.

Changes to Bullet #2:

“If all LLI requests associated with a proposed transmission upgrade project meet the interconnection
agreement requirements, the TSP will be required to submit the project for RPG review Gfrequired)
withinX-days. ERCOT’s Batch Study may be used as establishing the need for the project for RPG
submittal purposes and may also be used as ERCOT’s Independent Review, subject to ERCOT’s

concurrence”

Changes to Bullet # 3:

“If a subset of LLI requests associated with a proposed transmission upgrade project meet the
interconnection agreement requirements, the TSP will be required to assess the need for the project and,

if still needed, submit the project for RPG review (ifrequired)-withinY-days”

Key Design Considerations

A consistent theme in stakeholder
interviews was a noted pain point
with the existing process
regarding the tie between a LLI
reguest Load Commissioning
Plan and proposed transmission
projects that may change during
the RPG review process

The RPG comment process is
valuable for gathering stakeholder
feedback on proposed
transmission upgrade projects

To the extent Batch Study
assumptions change, the RPG
process can be used to refine
transmission upgrade project
proposals

PUBLIC

I Regional Planning Group Process Alignment

Transmission Upgrade Project Process

At the conclusion of a Batch Study, ERCOT will send a confidential report to TSPs
listing proposed transmission upgrade projects and associated LLI requests

If all LLI requests associated with a proposed transmission upgrade project meet
the interconnection agreement requirements, the TSP will be required to submit
the project for RPG review {ifrequirad) within X daye ERCOT’s Batch Study may
be used as establishing the need for the project for RPG submittal purposes and
may also be used as ERCOT's Independent Review, subject to ERCOT’s
concurrence

If a subset of LLI requests associated with a proposed transmission upgrade
project meet the interconnection agreement requirements, the TSP will be
required to assess the need for the project and, if still needed, submit the project
for RPG review {ifrequired)}-within-¥-days

Proposed fransmission upgrade projects will not be assumed in subsequent Batch
Study or RTP base cases until they have received RPG approval, but may be
added as proposed upgrade projects

Load Commissioning Plans will no longer be tied to specific transmission upgrade
projects due to the changing nature of planning assumptions and upgrade
projects

ercot%
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Slide 11. CenterPoint proposes a revision to slide 11, Year 6 Considerations, to reinforce that a greenfield
project may provide a better solution, or only solution, to serve the Load and ERCOT’s evaluation should not be
limited to brownfield project recommendations only. In some cases, the only type of project that can serve the
proposed load would require projects needing new Right of Way (ROW). And if the Batch Study identifies that
need, it directly impacts other transmission upgrades in the area. Some of the work can be accomplished during
the TSP screening analysis and with clear communication between TSPs and ERCOT, solutions can be
incorporated in the batch study.





I Year 6 Considerations

+ In ERCOT, transmission projects are typically completed in six years or less

+ Larger, long-lead time transmission projects, like new Right of Way transmission lines, require
more analysis that is better suited for the Regional Transmission Plan and/or a Regional
Planning Group review

+ Therefore, for Batch Studies, ERCOT will:

— If possible, Not identify new Right of Way or long-lead time transmission upgrade projects; however,
circumstances may dictate a greenfield solution is preferred;

— Assume that all Large Load requested consumption can be served by Year 6; and
— Allocate the full requested consumption for the Large Load request for Year 6

ercot 1
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Slide 16. For Batch Zero A, CEHE proposes that it be clarified that the load allocation is for summer 2027
only, and that further increases in load allocation might be available for after peak 2027 depending on Batch
Zero B results.

I Batch Zero A and Zero B qualification and anticipated capacity studied

Load allocation

Batch Zero max capacity by sub-batch, GW Firm load qualification criteria assessment criteria Study outcomes
M 2026 Baseline 2026 planning forecast plus__. Has approved S83 study Load allocation for
M Other firm load (1) Is operational or approved to energize as of 1/28/26... summer 2027 only
Allocation Assessed (2) Has already moved through the LLI AND i_s expected to No transm_issio_n
e study process in the past, ie. - energize on or before upgrades identified
141 - Exempt from the interim LLI process and 630127 Allocation dependent
Zero A 31 & (47 new) included in an RPG or RTP study on loads meeting
- ORmet interim LLI process criteria 58481 interconnection
(approved SS? study and IA) for not agreement criteria
needing restudy by 12/15/25
H i - ORmet PGRR115 process criteria (PG 9.4
L ome loed may net and 9.5) for not needing restudy by 1/28/26
-:: 4 2026 planning forecast plus... Has SS* and/or stability Load allocation for
(3" Firm load from Batch Zero A that meets study submitted to 2027-2032
' 58481 interconnection agreement ERCOT by 1/28/26... Identified transmission
criteria AND meeis 58481 upgradss to be
239 o - "intermediate agreement” reviewed by RPG, if
1 (4 ) Approved allocation of loads from 5
ZeroB 8 31 60 (98 new) "~ Batch Zero A that meet 56481 requirements prior to start needed
interconnection agreement critena of Bafch Zero B Loads that have not
(5) Loads exempted from the interim LLI been assessed hy
~ process and included in an RPG or Batch Zero B must
RTP study and did not meet criteria for reapply for Batch 1

inclusion in Batch Zero A*

Maximum load scenario, assumes all ~38 GW of firm load from Zero A passes 58481 criteria and all ~8 GW of assessed load from Zero A gets allocated

1
ercat D~ 3" Loads that have not becn assessed by Baich Zero B must manually raapply for Balch 1
3
r/ s 16 I

55 = Steady Siate

PUBLIC Loads that meet only ‘i of 58431 are not consi firm and will be restudied

Slide 21. Please clarify what ERCOT will accomplish with running select N-1-1 contingencies on summer peak
and summer net peak cases. Will ERCOT limit loads based on these results? Is ERCOT simply testing to
verify no cascading will occur? No transmission planning analysis has ever been done on a summer net peak

4





case. Has ERCOT built the 2027 summer net peak? Does ERCOT want to commit at this point to studying a

case that does not exist and has never been built?

Key Design Considerations

« Study should ensure
“subject to load allocation”
loads can be reliably
connected

« Study should be
completed in an
expeditious manner due to
requested energization
dates

» Timeline does not allow for
study of later years or
identification of potential
transmission upgrade
projects

I Batch Zero A Study Scope and Process

Scope
= 2027 Summer Peak and 2027 Summer Net Peak

* N-1, select G-1+N-1, select X-1+N-1, select N-1-1
= 2027 Fall Peak Maintenance outage (N-1-1)

Process
1. Condition cases
— Update transmission and generation
— Identify and add Large Loads that meet “firm” or “subject to load allocation” criteria
— Identify and remove Large Loads that do not meet “firm” or “subject to load
allocation” criteria
2. Perform steady state contingency analysis and decrease consumption for
“subject to load allocation” Large Loads for constraints for which they have a
>=X% harming shift factor until the constraints are resolved
3. Communicate the 2027 allocated load limits to each ILLE

— Load limits for later years will be communicated as part of Batch Zero B but will not
decrease from 2027 limits

ercot%
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Slide 23. CenterPoint proposes that time could be saved by ERCOT limiting the number of cases used for the
Batch Study. 15 cases represents a very large number of cases to prepare models for and perform analysis.
Why not perform on years 1, 3, and 5 and extrapolate to years 2 and 4 or something similar to reduce work?

Key Design Considerations

= Study should ensure
“subject to load allocation”
loads can be reliably
connected

= Study should provide clear
expectations for ILLEs
regarding allocated load
levels by year

I Batch Zero B Study Scope and Process

Scope
+  2027-31 Summer Peak and 2027-31 Summer Net Peak
+*  N-1, select G-1+N-1, select X-1+N-1, select N-1-1
«  2027-31 Fall Peak
+ Maintenance outage (N-1-1)
Process
1. Condition cases
—  Update transmission and generation
— Identify and add Large Loads that meet “firm” or “subject to load allocation” criteria
— Identify and remove Large Loads that do not meet “firm” or “subject to load allocation” criteria

2. Perform contingency analysis and decrease consumption for “subject to load allocation” Large
Loads for constraints for which they have a >=X% harming shift factor until the constraints are
resolved

3. Perform stability screening analysis and decrease consumption for “subject to load allocation” Large
Loads until constraints are resolved

Communicate results to impacted TSPs

In coordination with impacted TSPs, identify transmission upgrade projects
6. Communicate:

— ILLE allocated load limits by year through 2032

—  Confidential report for TSPs listing identified transmission upgrade projects and associated LLI
requests

o

ercot%

PUBLIC






Slide 42. CenterPoint proposes to allow TSPs to provide ERCOT with Load updates prior to Batch Study case
conditioning. ERCOT notes that these loads are important to consider in the Batch Study process.

I Loads Less Than 756 MW

Loads less than 75 MW will be included in the Batch Studies to the extent they are included in the
forecasts. It is important for the planning forecasts to include this load growth. ERCOT will reach
out to requests load updates less than 75 MW prior to beginning Batch Study case conditioning

ercot%
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Conclusion
CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric appreciates the opportunity to provide comments and stakeholder feedback

to the proposed Batch Study Process Framework. We look forward to working with ERCOT and the Commission
to develop a Batch Study Process that is suitable for all stakeholders involved.

Thank you,

Jim Lee






